
Sustainable Cities and Communities 

The world is urbanizing at a high speed. 50% of the global 

population lives in cities, while the same number for Eu-

rope is 75%. A large portion of wealth and culture, but 

also of pollution, stress, and crime, originates from cities. 

The careful planning of cities and communities plays a 

key role in the transition to a more sustainable and resili-

ent society, something that is also recognized by the UN 

in the Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. But 

what is sustainability? How can we make our cities more 

sustainable? What are the most important challenges in a 

modern, democratic city? What are the possibilities and 

obstacles? Depending on who you ask, you will get very different answers. However, it is clear 

that a fully sustainable transition requires a holistic perspective. To have a chance at reaching 

this, we need to better understand each other’s views on sustainability and realize the limitations 

of our own position. 

With this PhD course on Sustainable Cities and Communities, we will dig deep into how urban 

sustainability can be achieved, what future solutions and ideas that must be developed and im-

plemented, and our roles as researchers. The course is multidisciplinary with teachers and par-

ticipants from several faculties. It is envisioned as a starting point for discussions and partici-

pants' reflections on their own and others’ approaches to the concept of sustainability. The 

course aims to highlight sustainability in both a Swedish and international perspective. 

During the course, participants will in groups interview experts and then arrange a panel debate 

session, where challenges and possibilities will be discussed. A written reflection should be 

handed in at the end of the course. 

Schedule  

22/4 13-15 Introduction  

29/4 13-15 Keynotes 

13/5 13-15 Discussion 

25/5 13-15 Consultation 

2/6 13-15 Debate 1 

2/6 15-17 Debate 2 

3/6  13-15 Debate 3 

3/6 15-17 Debate 4 

13/6 13-15 Summing up 

The number of debate sessions depends on the number of participants. 

Does this sound interesting? 

If so, sign up to the course by sending an email to  

the course coordinator, Johanna Sörensen.  

johanna.sorensen@tvrl.lth.se 

mailto:johanna.sorensen@tvrl.lth.se

